
EDUCATION STATISTICS

2012-2013

RIBA Education Department

July 2013

Royal Institute
of British Architects



Page  2Mirza & Nacey Research

Contents

Reporting date:  July 2013

© Royal Institute of British Architects 
2013

David Gloster
Director of Education
Royal Institute of British Architects
66 Portland Place
London
W1B 1AD

Survey undertaken by:
Mirza & Nacey Research Ltd.
Southdown House
Ford, Arundel
West Sussex
BN18 0DE
Tel:  01243 555302
WWW:  mirza-nacey.com

RIBA Education Statistics  2012/13

Introduction       3

Applications       4

Entry qualifications      4

New entrants to Part 1     5

New entrants to Part 2     8
 
Students of all academic years  11

Future intakes     12

Examination results    13





Page  4Mirza & Nacey Research

Applications
Courses starting in Schools of Architecture  
in October 2012 attracted more than 25,000 
applications. This is the equivalent of 7.0 
applications per place filled. The average is 
higher for Candidate courses (9.5 applications 
per place filled) than for Validated Schools (6.8 
applications for full-time courses). The number 
of applications is very similar to last year’s 
figure of 25,417 (6.9 applications per place).

Table 1:  Applications to Part 1 in 2012/13

Entry Qualifications
Forty two Schools were able to provide 
information about the entry qualifications of 
new entrants to Part 1 courses. 

The majority of new entrants (62 per cent) to 
these Schools came via UCAS with a A-Levels, 
Scottish Highers or International Baccalaureate. 
Fourteen per cent entered with a Level 3 
qualification (including vocational 16-19), 2 
per cent with Level 4 and 2 per cent with Level 
5. Seven per cent entered with qualifications 
from outside the UK, including 1 per cent with 
a degree. Two per cent of entrants were Mature 
candidates.

Figure 1:  Qualifications of new entrants 
           to Part 1, 2012/13

Others

Mature

Outside UK

Level 4/5

Level 3
Vocational 16-19

A Level / Scottish Highers

Type of Course number of applications number of entrants*
average number of 

applications per place 
filled

Full-time 23,672 3,458 6.8
Part-time 63 12 5.3
Candidate Courses 1,486 157 9.5
TOTAL - All Courses 25,221 3,627 7.0

Note:  Information provided by 42 Schools only.
*  This refers to the number of entrants to Part 1 to the Schools which provided data on the number of 
applications and is less than the total number of entrants to Part 1 for all Schools given in Table 2.
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Examination Results
These figures refer to examinations taken 
during the academic year 2011/12. A total of 
1005 students passed Part 3 exams to qualify 
as Architects in 2011/12. This is higher than in 
the last two years (2009/10 and 2010/11) but 
similar to the two years before them (2007/08 
and 2008/09). 

Examination pass rates were 90 per cent at both 
Parts 1 and 2, and 81 per cent at Part 3.

Figure 17:  Examination results, 2011/12 
(validated courses only) (* see note below)
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In this comparison of cohorts of students over 
time we assume that students take Part 1 finals 
in Year 3, Part 2 finals in Year 6 and Part 3 finals 
in Year 7 of their seven year education.

Historically the figures suggest a female drop-
out rate of about 2 percentage points between 
Parts 1 and 2, and another 2 percentage points 
between Parts 2 and 3. In no cohort year has the 
proportion of women passing Part 3 exceeded 

Progression of Women Students

Table 19:  Women as a percentage of all students (validated courses only)

the proportion of women entering Part 1. In 
the last four years there is an exact match 
between the proportion of women applying to, 
and entering, Part 1.

The figures show that there has been a rise 
in the proportion of women at all stages, 
particularly applicants and new entrants to 
Part 1. 

original year of entry to Part 1
98/9 99/0000/0101/0202/0303/0404/0505/0606/0707/0808/0909/1010/1111/1212/13

Applicants to Part 1 33 34 35 36 37 40 36 38 42 43 42 44 45 46 47
Entering Part 1 34 34 37 34 38 37 38 39 42 42 41 44 45 46 47
Passing Part 1 35 35 36 36 36 37 38 40 41 44 41 43
Entering Part 2 35 31 34 34 34 35 36 37 40 41 37
Passing Part 2 37 35 30 33 34 35 35 37 39
Passing Part 3 31 28 32 34 32 36 34 34
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Staffing
Staffing numbers have increased for the first 
time in three years; over 1500 people work 
in the Schools of Architecture. Most of this is 
accounted for by more support staff, whose 
number is 26 per cent higher than last year. 
The number of teaching staff is broadly stable 
- just 1 per cent higher - with more part-time 
teaching staff but  fewer full-time.

On average, each School has 12.7 full-time 




